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more quickly than otherwise sched-
uled, and shall specify how the pend-
ency of the application affects the ap-
plicant’s production, marketing or use
of coal before 1986.

(3) If the authorized officer concludes
that the failure to process an applica-
tion apart from the cycle of on-going
comprehensive land use plans would
cause the applicant substantial hard-
ship, the authorized officer may proc-
ess the application apart from the
cycle of on-going comprehensive land
use plans in a land use analysis.

[44 FR 42628, July 19, 1979, as amended at 47
FR 33143, July 30, 1982; 52 FR 25798, July 8,
1987]

§ 3430.3–2 Environmental analysis.
(a) After the applicant has completed

the initial showing required under
§ 3430.2 of this title, the authorized offi-
cer shall conduct an environmental
analysis of the proposed preference
right lease area and prepare an envi-
ronmental assessment or environ-
mental impact statement on the appli-
cation.

(b) The environmental analysis may
be conducted in conjunction with and
included as part of the environmental
impact statement required for coal ac-
tivity planning under § 3420.3–4 of this
title.

(c) Except for the coal preference
right lease applications analyzed in the
San Juan Regional Coal Environmental
Impact Statement (March 1984), the
Savery Coal EIS (July 1983), and the
Final Decision Record and Environmental
Assessment of Coal PRLAs (Beans Spring,
Table, and Black Butte Creek Projects)
(September 1982), or covered by serial
numbers C–0127832, C–0123475, C–0126669,
C–8424, C–8425, W–234111, C–0127834, U–
1362, NM–3099, F–014996, F–029746, and
F–033619, the authorized officer shall
prepare environmental impact state-
ments for all preference right lease ap-
plications for coal for which he/she pro-
poses to issue a lease, in accordance
with the following procedures:

(1) The authorized officer shall pre-
pare adequate environmental impact
statements and other National Envi-
ronmental Policy Act documentation,
prior to the determination that com-
mercial quantities of coal have been
discovered on the lands subject to a

preference right lease application, in
order to assure, inter alia, that the full
cost of environmental impact mitiga-
tion, including site-specific lease stipu-
lations, is included in the commercial
quantities determination for that pref-
erence right lease application.

(2) The authorized officer shall pre-
pare and evaluate alternatives that
will explore various means to elimi-
nate or mitigate the adverse impacts of
the proposed action. The impact anal-
ysis shall address each numbered sub-
ject area set forth in § 3430.4–4 of this
title, except that the impact analysis
need not specifically address the sub-
ject areas of Mine Planning or of Bond-
ing. At a minimum, each environ-
mental impact statement shall include:

(i) A ‘‘no action’’ alternative that ex-
amines the impacts of the projected de-
velopment without the issuance of
leases for the preference right lease ap-
plications;

(ii) An alternative setting forth the
applicant’s proposed action. This alter-
native shall examine the applicant’s
proposal, based on information sub-
mitted in the applicant’s initial show-
ing and standard lease stipulations;

(iii) An alternative setting forth the
authorized officer’s own proposed ac-
tion. This alternative shall examine:

(A) The impacts of mining on those
areas encompassed by the applicant’s
proposal that are found suitable for
further consideration for mining after
the unsuitability review provided for
by subpart 3461 of this title; and

(B) The impacts of mining subject to
appropriate special stipulations de-
signed to mitigate or eliminate im-
pacts for which standard lease stipula-
tions may be inadequate. With respect
to mitigation of significant adverse im-
pacts, alternative lease stipulations
shall be developed and preferred lease
stipulations shall be identified and jus-
tified. The authorized officer shall
state a preference between standard
lease stipulations and special stipula-
tions (performance standards or design
criteria).

(iv) An exchange alternative, exam-
ining any reasonable alternative for ex-
change that the Secretary would con-
sider were the applicant to show com-
mercial quantities, and, in cases where,
if the lands were to be leased, there is
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